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Member-owned utility co-op observing  
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 Sept. 29, 2016 – The Mid-Plains Electric Cooperative is joining with 30,000 other 

cooperatives nationwide in October to celebrate National Cooperative Month, which recognizes 

the many ways cooperatives help to build stronger communities and a stronger economy. 

“Cooperatives Build” is the theme for this year’s celebration, spotlighting the many advantages 

cooperatives offer to their members and the communities in which they live and work.   

Nationwide, cooperatives create 2.1 million jobs and generate more than $650 billion in 

sales and other revenue annually.  

“Our cooperative delivers electricity to 25,000 member-customers, and broadband 

service to nearly 12,000 more, in our eight-county service area of Central Kansas,” says William 

Jones, president and CEO of Mid-Plains Electric. “Mid-Plains generated nearly $25 million in 

revenue last year. Revenue beyond what is required for salaries and expenses is either returned to 

members as capital credit refunds or reinvested to make system improvements that enhance the 

quality of life for our members. Either way, our co-op revenue goes back to Main Street, not 

Wall Street.”    

The co-op is also a major employer in the region, with a fulltime workforce of 65. 

Through the real estate, sales and payroll taxes it pays, the co-op is a major contributor to the tax 

base of local governments, helping to support schools, police and fire protection and other vital 
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community infrastructure. It also donates to a number of local charitable and civic causes every 

year. 

“We like to talk about ‘the cooperative difference,’ because co-ops offer so many 

advantages to their members,” says Sam Samuelson, board president of the co-op and owner of 

an accounting firm in Johnson City. “Because our business is owned by the people we serve, all 

of our efforts are aimed at delivering improved services locally. Members control the co-op 

through their democratically elected board of directors.”  

Rural America is served by a network of about 1,000 electric cooperatives, most of which 

were formed in the 1930s and 40s to bring electricity to farms and rural communities that large, 

investor-owned power companies had no interest in serving because of the higher costs involved 

in serving low-population-density areas.  

Mid-Plains Electric began offering broadband service in 2002, and demand for the 

service has been rising steadily ever since. “The high-speed Internet service the cooperative 

provides can help local businesses better compete with those in urban areas, and offers greatly 

expanded educational and even medical services,” Samuelson says.     

In 2012, Mid-Plains made a major commitment to developing green energy by investing, 

along with several other utility cooperatives, in a 20-turbine wind farm in northeastern Smithville 

County. The facility currently generates enough green energy to supply the year-around power 

needs of nearly 300 residential customers. There are plans to double the size of the wind farm in 

the next 5 years.     

The co-op will be holding an open house at its headquarters in Smithville on Friday Oct. 

14 and Saturday Oct. 15. There will be safety demonstrations by utility line crews and talks on 

ways to improve home and business energy efficiency, among other activities. Free refreshments 

will be served, and there will be a raffle, with 1st prize being a $200 gift certificate. Please stop 

by and get to know your co-op better! 
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